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Enhancing Indigenous Language and Culture 
Education Across the Curriculum: Engagement of 
Students and Faculty through Multimedia Technology

Born in Hilo and raised in a sugar plantation town, Pahala, in Ka‘ū, I was exposed to 
an array of languages and cultures from a young age. I continued learning about my 
Hawaiian language and culture formally at Kamehameha Schools on Kapālama campus 
in Honolulu. Upon graduation, I attended the University of Arizona. While I resided in 
Tucson, I was the Program Coordinator of the American Indian Language Development 
Institute (AILDI). It was this program that reignited passion back into my culture and 
inspired my dissertation research on Indigenous language revitalization and multimedia 
technology. I moved back to Hawai‘i, where I was a Visiting Assistant Professor in Ka 
Haka ‘Ula O Ke‘elikōlani College of Hawaiian Language at the University of Hawai‘i 
in Hilo. I now reside in Vancouver, BC, Canada where I am a faculty member in the 
Department of Language & Literacy Education at the University of British Columbia.

Students frequently enter UBC with competency in various world and heritage languages, but often are 
unaware of the language diversity of First Nations communities across British Columbia. As a result, 
discussions in the classroom regarding Indigenous topics, specifically Indigenous languages, rarely move 
beyond an introductory level – even in upper-level undergraduate and graduate classes. This multimedia 
website will provide Indigenous and non-Indigenous students, instructors, researchers and the broader 
public with a starting point to their investigations of issues relevant to Indigenous languages both locally 
and internationally, engage the community with Indigenous language content by incorporating this into 
coursework, as well as offer concise and accurate information on core topics. This project’s goal is to 
respond meaningfully to the UBC Strategic Plan that advocates expanding “curriculum offerings focusing 
on Aboriginal issues and perspectives” and “professional development available to administrators, faculty, 
staff, and students in working with Aboriginal colleagues and discussing Aboriginal issues”.

This exciting event brought 
together language advocates, 
community members, policy 
makers, educators, practitioners, 
scholars, and students who 
are interested in reclaiming 
and revitalizing Indigenous 
languages, many of which are 
endangered. Participants heard 
firsthand from language speakers 
and learners about their personal 
and professional experiences, 
participated in workshops, 
engaged in hands-on training,  
and learned best practices in 
using multimedia technology 
to support Indigenous language 
revitalization efforts.

http://www.candacekgalla.com

Website coming soon


